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 Abstract  

There is need for increased productivity in Agricultural sector of the 

Nation’s economy, food security, man power development, training, 

empowerment and poverty eradication. Effective agricultural education 

of the populace especially the youths and women in the rural areas 

demands scientific and more sophisticated approach. This can be 

achieved through refocusing of agricultural education to enhance 

peace and national security in the Nation. This paper focuses on the 

roles and contributions of agricultural education, concept of peace, 

concept of national security and agricultural education for peace and 

national security.Strategies for refocusing agricultural education were 

highlighted. It further suggests among other things that agricultural 

education be re-focused and vocationalised at all levels of school from 

primary to tertiary. 
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Agriculture has played a crucial 

role in the Nigeria’s economy despite 

the drift towards the oil sector. 

Agriculture contributes 42 percent to the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

compared to 15-18 percent of the total 

oil contribution which is also unstable 

since it fluctuates with world market 

prices (Kolawole and Ojo, 2007), 

despite the fact that the government 

generates 95 percent of the revenue from 

oil.Abdullahi (2005) opined that the 

economy is based on the total GDP 

contributors which agriculture is a major 

contributor. Agriculture accounts for 

about 70 percent of the employment, 90 

percent of the country’s food production 

as well as for the production of raw 

materials for agro-allied industries and 

improvement of the income and standard 

of living of the majority of the citizens 

who are farmers (Ajani,2006). 

In Nigeria, agricultural practices 

have been the main activity of the 

people, employing about 70% of the 

populace (Nweke et al. 1991) before the 

boom in mineral oil. Today about 60% 

of the population are in agriculture in 

one form or another (Egbugara, 1990) 

and have consequently influenced the 

educational policy and practices of the 

country. 

The educational policies of the 

country and its attendant objectives 

point towards self sufficiency 

in production and raw materials for 

agro-based industries. The extension 

arm of the Ministry of Agriculture has 

been expanded; and agricultural science 

made compulsory in schools (NPE 1998, 

revised 2004). With these steps, it is 

expected that the country will be 

sufficient in food items such as rice and 

other agricultural products. Okeke 

(2004) reported that 60% of rice and 

maize consumed in the country were 

imported. There is the need, therefore, to 

refocus the methodology and curriculum 

of Agricultural Education in Nigeria for 

better productivity, to ensure peace and 

national security in the country.  

 
Concept of Peace  

“Peace” is a word that is uttered 

almost as frequently as “truth,” 

“beauty,” and “love.” It may be just as 

elusive to define as these other virtues. 

Common synonyms for “peace” include 

”amity,” “friendship,” 

“harmony,”“concord,” “tranquility,” 

“repose,” “quiescence,” “truce,” 

“pacification,” and “neutrality.” 

The English connotation of the 

term 'Peace' is cessation of war, a state 

of quietness. The term 'peace' may in 

itself be peace productive; it produces a 

common basis, a feeling of communality 

in purpose that may pave the ground for 

deeper ties. There are also two 

compatible definitions of peace -viz, 

peace is the absence or reduction of 

violence of all kinds and peace is non-

violent and 

creative conflict transformation. 

Galtung (1967) has focused on three 

methodological premises for 

understanding what peace is: 

1. The term 'peace' shall be used 

for social goals at least verbally agreed 

by many, if not by most. 
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2. These social goals may be 

difficult, but not impossible to attain. 

3. The statement 'Peace' is the 

absence of violence shall be retained as 

valid. 

In the context of Galtung's philosophy of 

peace and according to the 

methodological premises, peace is a 

state of affairs the possibility of which is 

founded upon countering violence and 

transforming conflict. For him, peace 

means 'non -violent and creative conflict 

transformation 

Galtung (1967) also describes 

peace as touching the concept of law and 

order. That is, an anticipated social order 

achievable through the instrumentality 

of force and the threat of it. This 

concept, however, does not ignore 

violence; rather it erects regulations and 

outlines punishments to produce and 

maintain a state of tranquility. Also there 

is the idea of peace as absence of any 

mutually agreed hostility, otherwise 

known as “negative peace”. It is 

important to note that this only rule out 

the existence of deliberate violence 

between groups or states, but considers 

the need for occasional revolts, protests, 

demonstrations, etcetera. On the other 

hand, a condition of order conjured by 

respect for human socio-cultural 

diversity is called “positive peace”. It is 

a social condition where multi-culture is 

respected; multi-ethnic is loved; multi-

idea is welcomed; multi-religion in 

embraced; minorities are protected; 

equality of rights, equity, justice, guided 

liberty and freedom are guaranteed.  

The idealists argued that man, 

by nature, is not violent; man is a peace 

lover, he will always want to keep peace 

with his neighbour, but in case of 

probable violence, social and political 

norms, regimes and organization could 

inhibit such (Richmond, 2008). Peace is 

inherent feature of human being. 

Morgenthau (1949) describes peace as 

power balance and stability; and he 

argued that permanent peace cannot be 

achieved.  

The Marxists contend that peace 

is not feasible in this arrangement unless 

there is justice and equality in the 

distribution of resources (Richmond, 

2008).Bansikiza (2004) submits that 

peace is both a gift by God and an effort 

by the people to achieve it, individually 

and socially. Due to the fact that peace is 

not reached once and for all, it demands 

continuous attempt in connecting 

divided people, reconciling differences 

and removing bitterness harboured. 

Peace is a state of well-being that is 

characterized by trust, compassion, and 

justice.  

 

Concept of National Security  
Hettne (2010) defines security 

“as a reasonable level of predictability at 

different levels of the social system, 

from local communities to the global 

level”. Aliyu  (2012) described security 

as a state of reduced or contained threats 

and tension in which the stability of a 

state is not in an imminent danger of 

disruption from within and without. 

National security is the 

requirement to maintain the survival of 
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the state through the use of economic, 

diplomacy, power projection and 

political power. 

Braithwaite (1988) quoting the 

encyclopedia of the social sciences 

defined national security as “ability of a 

nation to protect its internal values from 

external threat”. Imobigbe (1981) refers 

to it as the defense and survival of the 

Nation. 

Freedman’s (1998) view is that 

once anything generates anxiety or 

threatens the quality of life in some 

respect, it is thus labeled a “security 

problem”. Elesin (2012) viewed and 

showcase terrorism, Armed Robbery, 

Kidnapping and other criminalities as a 

quick survey of the security challenges 

in Nigeria. 

In order to possess national security, a 

nation needs to possess economic 

security, energy security, environmental 

security, etc.  

 

Concept of Education 

In the words of Denga (2000), 

education is ‘the complete development 

of the individual fromcognitive, 

affective, and psychomotor perspectives 

in a positive direction’. Adama (2006) 

reported that, there are two kinds of 

education, one teaches how to live and 

other how to earn living; the first is 

general education for all and the second 

is technical or vocational education for 

those who wishes to learn various 

practical occupations. Educating an 

individual means trying to give him/her 

some desirable knowledge, 

understanding, skills, interests, attitudes 

and critical thinking. Successful 

conveyance of these attributes to 

individual or group means developing 

them; Nigeria’s education curriculum 

need to be looked into with a view to 

improving it. According to Ayodele, 

Obafemi and Ebong (2013) Education is 

the bedrock of any development. The 

development of abilities and skills in the 

citizenry has been the main factor 

propelling theeducation policies of 

developing countries as they are geared 

towards making the people comfortable 

andat the same time, enabling them to 

harness the natural resources nature has 

endowed them with (Egun,2009).  

The role which education should 

play in developing countries has been 

variously viewed from different 

perspectives (Fafunwa 1984; Olaitan 

1996; Toby 1997). To some, education 

should play the key role of assisting 

individuals to have a comfortable 

environment for themselves while to 

others; it should develop abilities and 

potentials in the citizens of the country. 

Special type of education like 

agricultural education is needed to 

transform the citizens into more 

productive ones for self reliance, which 

will go along way ensuring peace and 

national security. 

Refocusing of Agricultural education by 

implication involves restructuring and 

reformation. The 

reforming of education in Africa is not a 

new phenomenon.  

In Nigeria, reforming of 

education has been an on-going process 

from the first educational ordinance of 
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1945 (Fafunwa 1974) to National Policy 

on Education (NPE 1981, revised 1988, 

revised 1998 and 2004) – a 

progressivism of 1969 curriculum 

conference (Taiwo 1980). There is the 

need therefore, to refocus the 

methodology and curriculum of 

Agricultural Education in Nigeria for 

better productivity to ensure peace and 

National security.  

 

Agricultural Education 

Agricultural Education is a 

process of imparting knowledge, skills 

and attitudes in agriculture to a learner at 

any level. It gives the learner a sound 

academic knowledge, skills and ample 

opportunity to apply this knowledge. 

According to Tibi (1991), Agricultural 

Education is an education employed in 

training learner in the basic art of 

farming combined with the science of 

teaching agriculture. Olaitan (1989), 

opined that agricultural education is a 

vital developmental process which is 

directly related to the effectiveness of 

trained man power. 

Agricultural education is the 

teaching of agriculture, natural 

resources, and land management through 

hands on experience and guidance to 

prepare students for entry level jobs to 

further education to prepare them for 

advanced agricultural jobs (Wikipedia, 

2015). Agricultural education has been 

an essential factor in the success of 

agricultural development in Nigeria. It is 

that part of the total educational process 

that provides knowledge, develops 

skills, and inculcates the attitude 

necessary for entry and progress in an 

agri-business. It gets people into jobs 

that are requiring specialized training in 

agriculture. 

According to Egbenehyo (2002) 

"In Nigeria today agricultural education 

which is the focus of our attention are 

those courses or training provided by the 

various colleges of agriculture, trade 

centres, faculties of agriculture at the 

Universities, polytechnic and the 

training provided by the Universities of 

agriculture.  

Many Agricultural institutions 

e.g. Universities, polytechnics and 

agricultural Universities and research 

institutions were established for the 

training of manpower for government 

agricultural establishments and other 

needs. Hence we have veterinary 

doctors, crop scientists, crop and animal 

genetics, agricultural economist that is 

versed in the development and business 

aspect. Agricultural engineers that deal 

with the principles of engineering 

application to agriculture, agricultural 

teachers (educator), researchers and 

extension officers responsible for the 

dissemination of new ideas in 

agricultural problems and agronomists 

who are concerned with soil 

management and crop production. Other 

areas of agricultural education include 

agricultural biology, Horticulture, 

poultry science, agricultural chemistry, 

animal breeding and management, 

livestock diseases, fishery and forestry.  

The above training or technology 

provided no doubt stresses the 

importance of agricultural education as a 
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vocation for the technological 

advancement of a country. Through the 

application of advanced technology in 

agricultural education, raw materials are 

transformed to goods and services that 

now dominate the world market.  

Agricultural education is the 

greatest investment that a nation can 

make for quick development of its 

economic, political, sociological and 

human resources. The ability of the rural 

schools to make impact, depend on the 

teachers and particularly agricultural 

education.  

Agricultural education has tailored 

farmers towards modern methods of 

farming and this can be achieved 

through workshops, seminars, 

agricultural shows etc. Education 

according to Ogieva (1998) makes man 

complete, hence government has 

introduced the learning and teaching of 

agricultural science in the primary and 

tertiary levels. 

 
Objectives of Agricultural Education 

The major objectives of agricultural 

education in Nigeria are: 

1. To provide the youth with sound 

knowledge of the basic principles and 

techniques of agriculture and the 

motivation with which they can translate 

this knowledge into real improvement in 

agricultural productivity. 

2. To preserve those aspects of 

culture which are in line with modern 

farming methods while changing those 

which are obsolete with regards to 

taking into consideration, the importance 

of tradition and customs within the rural 

community. 

3. To provide the farmer with the 

knowledge upon which to base the rural 

community. 

4. To help the rural farmers 

develop an understanding of the inter-

relationships of urban and rural life 

5. To provide training to specialist 

in agricultural occupations such as 

livestock, horticulture, food storage and 

processing as well as insurance and 

financing. 

6. To provide counseling on 

agricultural occupations and means of 

preparing for them. 

7. To produce adequate trained 

personnel involved in extension services 

for farmers, translating research findings 

into field trials and then into commercial 

applications(Minimum Standard for 

NCE Teachers, 2008). 

To achieve the above listed objectives 

which are aimed at the development of 

functional agriculture and acquisition of 

knowledge for a sustainable increase in 

agricultural production. Agricultural 

education should address the following 

challenges . 

1. Agricultural Education as a 

Vocation: Agricultural Education 

should be seen as a vocation and be 

vocationalized both in content and 

methodology of instruction. The major 

aim of agricultural education for the 

youth in school is to expose them to 

various occupations in agriculture and 

prepare them for the different 

occupations in agriculture. This calls for 

vocational course content aimed at the 
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development of skills and competencies 

in agricultural practices. Currently, 

Agricultural Education is being taught as 

one of the art subjects and given 

orientation as education for citizenship. 

Agricultural Education should be 

utilitarian and stimulating bringing 

theoretical ideals to practical reality. 

Agricultural topics in school are taught 

as biology without due translation to 

practical use for production. 

2. Agricultural Education as a 

National Issue: Agricultural Education 

should be seen as a national problem 

issue.The role of agriculture in the 

national economy should be re-

emphasized and factors influencing 

agricultural activities and food security 

put in place. There is the need for 

sensitization and enlightenment of the 

rural areas which accommodate the 

greater percentage of the populace. The 

use of media such as the radio, posters 

and the television could assist in 

informing the people of the latest 

developments in agriculture. There is the 

need for rural roads to feed the rural 

areas with farm inputs and evacuate 

farm produce (Egun, 2009).  

3. Empowerment of Women in 

Agriculture: Girls and women 

constitute about 49 percent of Nigeria’s 

total population. Unfortunately, 61 

percent of the total population are 

illiterates, as against 37.7 percent 

illiterate male population (NPC 1992). 

According to Adebayo (1987), the 

education of girls/women would not 

only enable them harness their potential, 

but also evolve positive attitudes to life 

and improve their economic well-being 

(family income) and the health of 

individual family members and that of 

the nation.  

4. Increased Opportunities for 

Training: Agriculture is a composite 

occupation; having many distinct areas 

that are interwoven in which individuals 

can make a living and happy family life. 

In the 21st century, there is need for 

government to expose the various 

occupations in agriculture in training 

centres where individualcan learn about 

the various occupations. Currently, 

awareness is restricted to the traditional 

areas of crop and animal husbandry, 

while other areas as obtained in the 

developed countries are silent (Egun, 

2009). 

5. Overhauling of Agricultural 

Administration: The Administration of 

Agriculture in Nigeria is still a sole 

function of Ministry of Agriculture and 

its agents such as the Agricultural 

Development Agency and River Basin 

Authorities and Agricultural Import 

Procumbent Agency. The quality of 

personnel in these bodies are such that 

their appointments were either on 

political or fraternal basis. The bodies 

are grossly deficient of trained personnel 

in Agriculture who are capable of 

translating theoretical ideals into 

practice. They not only lack the 

knowledge and love for rural life, but 

also are deficient in farmer psychology 

of appreciation for dignity of labour 

(Egbugara 1990). 
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Role of Agricultural Education for 

Peace and National Security  

The rate and level of development of 

any nation is dependent on her level of 

agricultural development (Egbule, 

2002). A nation that lacks the capacity 

to feed herself is indeed 

underdeveloped. This can easily be 

overcomed through the application of 

knowledge, skills and attitudes acquired 

from science and technology into 

agricultural production. 

Agricultural education according to 

Egbule (2002) can contribute towards 

the realization of the above goals 

through:  

1. Providing young people with 

sound knowledge, skills and creative 

abilities with which they can translate 

research findings into field trials, 

adaptation and commercialization. 

2. Producing more trained 

personnel involved in extension services 

for translating research findings into 

field trials, adaptation and 

commercialization.  

3. Providing training for specialist 

agricultural occupations such as plant 

and animal breeding, plant and animal 

pathology, food processing and 

preservation, agricultural financing and 

insurance, and rural sociology.  

4. Providing farmers with the 

knowledge and skills for efficiency in 

production decisions-making process. 

5. Equipping students and all 

agricultural practitioners with the 

knowledge and facts about Nigeria s 

agricultural potentials, technology and 

environment.  

6. Helping farmers and students 

appreciate positive values such as good 

feeding habits, conservation of our 

natural resources, personal hygiene and 

maintenance of family life.  

7. Preparing students for life-long 

learning in agriculture and related 

subjects as well as enable them have an 

intelligent understanding of the 

problems and opportunities in their 

communities and environments; and  

8. Developing problem-solving 

and safety practices on students 

educators and other agricultural 

practitionerseg farmers. 

9. Olaitan (1984) elaborates 

precisely that agricultural education has 

an essential role to play in reversing the 

falling social and economic status of 

agriculture.  

10. According to Pine (2002) 

agricultural education provides sound 

knowledge of the basic principles and 

techniques of agriculture and the 

motivation with which they can translate 

this knowledge into real improvement in 

agricultural productivity.  

11. It provides the farmer with the 

knowledge upon which to base his 

production decision.  

12. It also helps rural farmers to 

develop an understanding of the inter-

relations of urban and rural life and 

provide counseling about agricultural 

occupation.  
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Contributions of agricultural 

Education for Peace and National 

Security 

Phipps (1980) highlighted some of the 

contributions of Agricultural Education 

to the nation.  

a. Assist the nations citizens to 

develop the attitudes, understandings 

and abilities regarding agriculture 

necessary for their future welfare and 

the welfare of agriculture.  

b. Develop appreciation of the 

country’s rural heritage and its influence 

on our literature, art, drama and music.  

c. Develop understanding of the 

influence of research on agriculture and 

on other aspects of our society, such as 

medicine, statistics and consumer 

products. 

d. Develop understanding of the 

interrelationship of agriculture and other 

segments of society. 

e. Develop understanding and 

appreciation of agriculture for a 

vocational and leisure interests.  

f. Develop understanding of the 

influence of public policy on agriculture.  

g. Assist and make meaningful for 

the students involved the special 

education programme in schools.  

h. Promote creative activities of 

students.  

i. Promote meaning and practical 

applications of the content of other 

subject matter areas, such as science.  

j. Provide guidance regarding 

occupational opportunities in farm and 

off-farm occupations requiring 

knowledge and skills in agriculture.  

k. Assist in improving the 

economic efficiency of agriculture and 

individuals in agriculture.  

l. Develop understanding of the 

contributions of agriculture to the 

society.  

m. Assist present and prospective 

farmers in improving their efficiency in 

farming activities. 

n. Promote environmental quality 

and friendly through the use of Agro 

wastes, conversion of waste to wealth. 

 

Agricultural Education for Peace and 

National Security  

The major aim of agricultural 

education for all citizens and particularly 

for the youth in schools is to expose 

them to various occupations in 

agriculture practical skills acquisition, 

techniques of methodology and prepare 

them for the different opportunities in 

agriculture. This calls for vocational 

course content aimed at the development 

of skills and competencies in 

agricultural practices (Egun, 2009). 

Most developing countries depend on 

agriculture to provide employment, 

foreign exchange, food and raw 

materials for the industry, but lag behind 

in introducing educational courses on 

sustainable agriculture, the effect of 

which made them remain dependants on 

other countries. Ayodele et al. (2013) 

noted that in Nigeria agriculture is the 

dominant economic activity, and that 

roughly 75% of the land is arable out of 

which about 40% is cultivated. Although 

the agricultural sector has strong 
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potentials, it is faced with a lot of 

challenges which impede substantial 

growth of thesector.  

There is no doubt that the major 

challenge of Nigeria’s national security 

is the containment of diverse 

manifestations of violence spearheaded 

by various unknown groups. Thus, the 

strategy of choice among national 

security agencies is the use of force in 

various guises to subdue those identified 

as threatening national security 

(Agaptus, 2013). 

Today, the country’s nascent 

democracy is being tested by rampant 

crime and an unprecedented campaign 

of terror such that in the south, civil 

unrest threatens safety a stability, to the 

east; gangs who kidnap expatriates for 

ransom lie in wait on the roads, in bars, 

and cities; and to the north, the Islamic 

terrorist group called Boko Haram is 

growing both in number and brutality 

hence the group has posed brazen 

challenges to the government. 

Movement for the Emancipation of the 

Niger Delta (MEND) masterminded 

several bomb attacks in the country. 

Some of the major security problems 

currently confronting the nation have 

been identified to include: political and 

electioneering conflicts, socio-economic 

agitations, ethno-religious crises, ethnic 

militias, boundary disputes, cultism, 

criminality and organized crimes. 

However, these problems either by 

individually or collectively constitute 

threats to the peace, security and 

development of the country. 

Therefore, economic problems 

including poverty, unemployment and 

inequality, structural politics of 

exclusion, and a discriminating social 

system in which an individual will never 

realize his potentials without a 

“godfather” provide the cannon fodder 

of radicalization, social tension, conflict, 

violence, and the ultimate break down of 

law and order as we are presently 

witnessing in Nigeria today (Aliyu, 2012 

cited in Oyeshola, 2005). 

Some of the key challenges that 

face the sector include low productivity, 

non-competitiveness,weak domestic 

policies and inadequate funding. These 

challenges can be adequately addressed 

through asound agricultural education. 

Ibrahim (2014) reported that if 

all the agricultural education needs of 

the Nigerian citizens were to be 

adequately met, the nation’s economy 

would be strengthened because their 

productivity would be increased because 

there is a direct relationship between 

individual resource productivity and 

nation building in the developmental 

processes. The improvement in 

productivity of each worker or farmer 

leads to improvement in earnings of 

investors as well as more financial 

capital for management, and more 

revenue for government. 

Ogunrinde (1992) claimed that 

the existing agricultural institutions 

objective could be seen as turning out 

manpower to man government 

agricultural establishments and 

organizations and not the production of 

agricultural graduates. 
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Improvement in productivity is the most 

important factor in attaining growth in 

the economy and this is more so for 

agriculture which provides means of 

livelihood for over 65.0 per cent of the 

populace through subsistence production 

which is a predominant feature of 

agricultural production in Nigeria 

(Ukeje, 2000). 

Growth Enhancement Support 

Scheme (GESS) an initiative of the 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture in 2011 

but started operation in 2012; is aimed at 

developing the productivity of Nigerian 

farmers. The success of the scheme will 

require enhancement of farmers’ 

education especially in information and 

communication technology (ICT). This 

brings the future of the agricultural 

education closer to the people.  

 
Strategies for Refocusing Agricultural 

Education  in the Nation  

Agricultural education curriculum 

developers should start thinking of 

redesigning both the process and the 

content that drives the education in line 

with sustainability of the vision’s 

achievements. 

Integrating aspects of sustainability can 

be realized with well thought adjustment 

in the educational process. The 

following adjustments in education are 

what Nigeria need beyond year 2020 

which were observed and reported by 

Wals and Bawden (2000): 

 Adjustment from consumptive 

learning to discovery learning. 

 Adjustment from teacher-

centred to learner-centred arrangements. 

 Adjustment from individual 

learning to collaborative learning. 

 Adjustment from theory 

dominated learning to praxis-oriented 

learning. 

 Adjustment from sheer 

knowledge accumulation to problematic 

issue orientation. 

 Adjustment from content-

oriented learning to self-regulative 

learning. 

 Adjustment from institutional 

staff-based learning to learning with and 

from outsiders. 

 Adjustment from low level 

cognitive learning to higher level 

cognitive learning. 

 Adjustment from emphasizing 

only cognitive objectives to also 

emphasizing affective and skill 

relatedobjectives. 

 Adjustment from existing school 

curriculum at all levels of education to 

include media education  

 Adjustment from theoretical 

lecture packed learning to the use of ICT  

The “e-wallet” (a component of Growth 

Enhancement Support Scheme (GESS) 

meaning electronic wallet is an initiation 

by the present government whereby 

farmers purchase fertilizer electronically 

through their handsets. This means that 

for the program to be perfected and 

sustained, agricultural education must be 

enriched in terms of content to be able to 

transform Nigerian farmers into 

becoming ICT complaints, to be able to 

participate in ecommerce or internet 

business as found in other part of the 

world. According to Ezekiel-hart (2011), 
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curriculum issues, the teacher quality 

and getting Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) to 

drive the system are among the myriad 

of policy issues that Nigeria has not 

effectively tackled. Rapid changes in 

telecommunications technology and the 

globalization of trade and labour market 

are added challenges which the nation 

must contend with to be relevant in the 

21st century. It is not only realizing the 

Vision that matters but sustainability and 

maintenance of the achievements; 

therefore Nigeria must be able to 

improve the agricultural education to 

sustain the achievements for peace and 

National security. 

 
Conclusion  

Agriculture is the most important 

economic enterprise in Nigeria 

economy, 60-70% of the farmers are 

peasant farmers and illiterate that 

produces at subsistence level, despite the 

drift in oil sector, Agriculture 

contributes 42% to the Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) compared to 15-18% of 

the total oil revenue which is also 

unstable since it fluctuate with world 

market prices. Agriculture accounts for 

about 70% of the employment, 90% of 

the Nation’s food production. 

Agriculture has played a noble role in 

the Economy of Nigeria and will 

continue to do so for years to come. 

However, due to little emphasis on the 

practical (Vocational) aspect of the 

training of the youths in schools, low 

level of women empowerment in 

agriculture, poor avenues for training 

and re-training in agricultural production 

and poor administration on the part of 

agricultural agencies, production has 

remained low with attendant importation 

of food items and agricultural products. 

Agricultural Education therefore must 

be refocused, redirected, reformed, 

restructured as a matter of urgency by 

making Agricultural Education 

compulsory at all levels in schools. 

(Primary, secondary and tertiary 

institutions). 

 
Recommendations 

To ensure that agricultural education 

plays its roles in the process of National 

development, peace and National 

Security in the Nation, the following 

recommendations are proffered.  

1. Agricultural education in 

Nigeria should be refocused and 

vocationalised to accommodate all 

levels of learners in the school, for skills 

acquisition and youth empowerment.  

2. Agricultural education should be 

seen as national issue and solution 

proffered.  

3. Agricultural education should be 

made core subjectin schools at all levels 

starting from primary, secondary and 

tertiary institutions for good foundation 

approach.  

4. Agricultural educators should 

lay more emphasis on practical aspect 

than theory.  

5. There should be adequate 

capital allocation to agriculture and 

effective credit delivery system for 

better results. Loan should be given to 

agro-service centres and agro-industries 
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to improve skills of production to ensure 

production of food all year round.  

6. Enough funds should be given 

to agricultural research centres and 

agricultural institutions to improve 

quality of manpower produced, quantity 

and quality of products of produced and 

to ensure food security. 

7. There should be a restructuring 

of the minds of the Nigerian youths 

through education for a purposeful and 

determined efforts aimed at agricultural 

development. Indentifying the problems 

of Agricultural Education in the light of 

the development of agriculture in 

Nigeria is the starting point of the 

restructuring process. 
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